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            Proposed Landscape License Fact Sheet

Over the last 4 years, various trade, educational and professional groups originally including the New Jersey Nursery and Landscape Association, the South Jersey Landscape Contractor’s Association, the Professional Landscape Alliance of New Jersey, the New Jersey Landscape Contractors Association, and representatives from agricultural education at both secondary and post-secondary levels have been working on a proposal for the licensure of landscape contractors in the State of New Jersey. In general, the proposed legislation, S.2302, sponsored by Senator Scutari accomplishes the following objects:

· Provides for minimum educational requirements, continuing education and best management practices for all contractors providing landscape services. 
· Protection of the public from uneducated, uninsured or unscrupulous contractors and in turn raises the public‚s perception and opinion of the landscape industry as a profession. 

· Provides for and supercedes the recently enacted Home Improvement Contractor‚s Registration Act and all municipal registrations or licenses for landscape construction and maintenance activities. 

· Provides for a landscape licensing board within the Department of Agriculture to oversee the testing, licensing and continuing education requirements of the bill. This Board will include representation from all facets of the landscape industry including educators and a representative from the Department of Agriculture. The landscape professionals on the Board will be voting members and all other members are advisory only with no vote. 

The bill pertains to only those individual professionals or companies that advertise or offer their services to the public. (For example, all state, county & municipal employees involved in grounds maintenance would not be subject to the law because they are not offering their services for hire to the general public.) Exemptions cited in the bill include.

     a.     Any person regulated by the State as a certified landscape architect who is acting within the scope of his profession;
     b.    Any person performing landscape activities upon a residential or non-commercial property owned by that person, or by the person’s family or by any person performing landscape activities upon a residential or non-commercial property owned by a bona fide charity or other non-profit organization;
     c.     Any student who is participating in a supervised agricultural experience;
     d.    Any tree installation, removal or maintenance that is conducted for agricultural or horticultural purposes on agricultural lands;
     e.     Any golf course employee whose sole responsibility is the management of golf course turf and landscaped areas;
     f.     Any excavation activities of excavation companies that solely involve: grading, drainage, seeding, and the application of erosion control measures in conjunction with excavation for new residential or commercial building construction; excavation for construction of additions to residential or commercial structures; septic system installation or repair; utility installations; or retaining wall installation to improve drainage or for erosion control;
     g.     Any activities of a fence installation company when that company is solely engaged in the installation of fences; and
     h.     Any activities of a swimming pool installation company when that company is solely engaged in the installation of swimming pools.
 
     
Here are a few highlights from the bill.
 
· The bill defines “landscape category” as an area of specialization of a landscape professional, which includes: landscape management professional; landscape installation professional; and landscape lighting professional. 
· As defined in the bill, “landscape professional” means: a person who installs, renovates, or maintains all or any part of the exterior or interior landscape environment and includes persons engaged in each of the landscape categories. The bill defines “landscape category” as an area of specialization of a landscape professional, which includes: landscape management professional; landscape installation professional; and landscape lighting professional.
· The bill requires all landscaping contracts in excess of $500, and amendments thereto, to be in writing and to be in clear and understandable language.  The bill requires that landscaping contracts include: the legal name, business address, and registration number of the professional landscape business; a copy of the certificate of commercial general liability insurance required of a professional landscape business and the telephone number of the insurance company issuing the certificate; and the total price to be paid by the owner, including the finance charges. These requirements are identical to the recently enacted “Home Improvement Contractor’s Registration Act” and will supercede that act and all municipal licenses and registrations of landscape contractors.
· The bill establishes a Landscape Professional License Review Board in the Department of Agriculture with voting members of the board made up of landscape and nursery professionals.
· The bill requires licensed landscape professionals to complete continuing education requirements as a condition of biennial license renewal as developed by the board.
 
The bill also has a grand-fathering clause: For a period of 730 days from the date regulations are promulgated pursuant to the provisions of the act, any individual of good moral character who was residing in this State on the effective date of this act shall qualify as a licensed landscape professional, upon application for licensure and payment of the appropriate fee, provided that the individual:

a.  possesses an associate’s degree, in a related field, as determined by the board, from an accredited institution and has completed not less than three years of full-time working experience in landscaping or gardening; or 
b.  possesses a bachelor’s degree, in a related field, as determined by the board, from an accredited institution and has completed not less than two years of full-time working experience in landscaping or gardening after receiving the degree; or
c.  possesses one of the following certifications: certified nursery landscape professional or certified landscape technician; and has completed not less than four years of full-time working experience in landscaping or gardening after receiving the certificate; or
d.  possesses a Master Gardener certificate from Rutgers, The State University and has completed not less than four years of full-time working experience in landscaping or gardening; or
e.  has a total of at least 10 years of full-time diversified professional experience in landscaping of a grade and character acceptable to the board, and has completed on or before the effective date of this act not less than 18 hours of classroom instruction from an accredited institution in a curriculum consisting of a course or program of study, which shall include, but not be limited to, standards, specifications and professionalism in landscape operations, legal standards, plant identification, turf management, principles of pruning, and landscape management.
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